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November 15, 2011

Mr. Patrick Manger
Clermont County Engineer
2381 Clermont Center Drive
Batavia, Ohio 45103

Attention Mr. Manger,

Two years ago, in August of 2009, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposed a pian to replace
the Stonelick Township Covered Bridge that very few residents were able to endorse. Today, the
engineer's office has a new plan for upgrading the wooden covered bridge on Stonelick-Williams Corner
Road which presently has a span of 140 feet and an opening height to traffic of 15 feet.

For 31 years, we have enjoyed the company of our next door neighbor, the historic Clermont County
Covered Bridge which was built, as you know, in 1878. Through these years, we have witnessed our
bridge in all her majesty endure the ravages of the seasons, vandalism of punks young and old,
squealing tires burning into floor boards, selfish, uncaring and thoughtiess drivers of trucks vastly
exceeding the weight limit of the bridge, and even young thugs trying to burn it down.

We personally witnessed the garbage truck crash through the floor of the bridge in 1983 that resulted in a
huge fine to the owner of the trash service and forced the closing of the bridge for almost a year. Then,
more than 30 years later, we were present to personally witness and stand by helplessly as another
garbage truck, this one owned by Forest Green Recycling, damaged the bridge in 2009 -- which is why
the bridge is. now closed to traffic.

Having the covered bridge situated in our front yard gives us a fondness for its presence that few can
match. However, most of our neighbors:in Stonelick Valley have also taken a very personal interest in
protecting the covered bridge by reporting to the authorities, inconsiderate operators of huge trucks and
other vehicles that grossly exceed the weight limit of 3 tons. Several times over the years we had
suggested reducing the height of the opening to prevent large vehicles from entering the bridge in the
first place. Unfortunately, our suggestions fell on deaf ears until it was too late. The most simpie
solution is to reduce the height of the bridge opening from its existing 15 feet down to a limit of
8 feet. That would put an end to garbage trucks and any other large vehicles damaging the bridge. The
County Engineer’s Office did not endorse that idea — perhaps because it was too simple.

Now our beloved bridge faces a new threat. The Clermont County Engineer’s office has a new plan that
makes their job of maintaining the bridge much easier. To be fair, they have gone to great lengths to
make the finished product “look” like an old covered bridge. From the sides it would look much as it does
today but if you were to look at the ends or the underside of what they propose to create you will see
what is really going on. The new design:proposes a pair of glue laminated wooden arches to be placed
inside the covered bridge. These “Arches” consist of layers of wood glued together in the shape of a
bow. The two huge arches will extend the length of the bridge and will take over the duty of supporting
the bridge. The historic Howe Truss wooden structure will be rendered impotent as so much window
dressing. The Howe Trusses will be for show only and will no longer serve any usefull purpose and
these magnificent trusses will be mostly obscured from view by the modern engineered wood arches.

The ends of each of the “Arches” will be connected together to keep their curved shape, using steel bars
that extend the length of the bridge. This can be likened to the string in a bow and arrow set. In order to
string the bow you must bend the bow in an arch and then the string maintains the curved shape. A
stringed bow makes for a very strong combination and it is this design they want to use to take over the
work the Howe Trusses are now doing and increase the weight limit of the bridge so that heavy, over the
limit vehicles, will not damage the covered bridge or what remains of it. The then useless Howe Truss
part of the bridge would be covered on the outside with a new composite shingle roof and wood siding.



The steel bars of the “Arches” would be tastefully hidden behind wood at the bottom and the floor which
is also a plastic composite would be tastefully covered with real wood to make the cover up complete.

Don't get us wrong, the engineer has come up with a good design as far as remodeling a bridge is
concerned. The issue we have with this approach is that it will not be an “historic authentic
restoration”. In our opinion, these changes would force the bridge to lose its historic registry status.
However, the Ohio State Historic Preservation office does not agree. They have approved the Clermont
County engineer’s plan to “preserve” the bridge so that State and mostly federal dollars can be used to
pay for it. Just because it is public money doesn’t mean we have the right to spend it.

If their plan is allowed to proceed, the covered bridge Howe Truss structure would be only partly visible
behind the proposed “Arches” and most people will not realize that the Howe Trusses would no longer
serve any engineering function or useful purpose. The beauty of this bridge is that it clear spans 130 feet
of open air using only wood and a few long iron bolts! It really is amazing when you stand under this

gentle, serene giant and realize that it has been quitely doing its job for 133 years -- more importantly it is
the last one left in Clermont County!

We agree that installing the “Arches”, the new roof, and new siding will “preserve” the Howe Trusses.

But can't we reach a little higher? Why not authentically restore and preserve the bridge to its former
glory?

Why is it that we have to destroy our past? The citizens who live in Stonelick Valley, also known as
Peaceful Valley, don't want or need a covered bridge that huge trucks can negotiate. Stonelick-Williams
Corner Road is a small two lane country road that is barely wide enough in places to allow two cars to
pass much less large trucks. It winds along Stonelick Creek hugging every bend. It is a beautiful and
peaceful drive and we want it to stay that way. Everyday, we chase off large semi tractor trailers or large
vans that somehow were told to go down our road and cross over a 3 ton bridge? Who can explain the
selfishness’and unawareness of some people? Could it be due to the fact that the opening of the bridge
is 15 feet high”? By reducing the height of the bridge opening to 7 or 8 feet the problem is solved.

The Clermont County Engineer’s Office did not like the simplicity of lowering the opening height of the
bridge. They professed concerns about liability if the height were lowered. The entrances to parking
garages are 7 feet or less and people have learned to deal with it. If we are really concerned about the
liability then we can place a standard at each entrance which hangs from chains at the level of the
opening to warn those of the impending height limit — again just like they do in parking garages. We
would hope that would not be necessary, but done properly, it would address those concerns.

This very same approach has been done with great success in other locations in Ohio such as
Ashtabula County in Northern Ohio where there have many covered bridges (see attached photo).

Others were concerned that emergency vehicles would not be able to cross the bridge if it were properly
restored rather than merely being remodeled. There are fire stations close enough to both ends of the
bridge and police cars are not a problem. As long as we keep the opening just tall enough for a small
ambulance we are fine. Actually, the only time that would be an issue is when the hills are icy and an
ambulance may not be able to climb the other roads into the valley that have steep inclines. However,
we are only talking about one or two days a year and the road crews keep the roads clear.

Others have mentioned the need for school buses to cross the bridge. We have never seen a school
bus cross the Stonelick bridge in over 31 years — why start now? [f we allow a 10 ton school bus to cross
what will prevent a 30 ton garbage truck from doing the same? How about a semi tractor trailer? We
have also seen large tractor trailers impact the sides of the bridge as they enter and exit the bridge. At
some point the weight limit will be exceeded. The only reasonable and practical solution is to reduce the
opening height of the bridge to 8 feet so that these huge vehicles cannot enter the bridge.

Glue laminated “Arches” will not solve this problem. Without height restrictions, sooner or later
a huge truck will damage the bridge again and this time perhaps for good.



The other concern we have with the glue laminated Arch design is that is requires the bottom of the
bridge to be lowered 18 inches to accommodate the man made material floor which is supposedly
stronger than the oak planks. Dropping the bottom of the bridge 18 inches closer to the water makes the
bridge susceptible to impact from large objects floating in the water. During flood season, we were
witness to entire trees with root balls exceeding 8 feet in diameter slamming into the bridge, making a

terriblly loud sound, shaking the earth all around, and making us wonder if the bridge itself would be
swept away or damaged beyond repair.

If the bridge were to be lowered 18” closer to the water it will be subjected to impact of large trees
during flood season and may not survive the experience. The bridge is situated high above the

roadbed for this very reason. Maybe the engineers of the past knew something that we have
overlooked.

Some people in the valley have even suggested closing the covered bridge permanently and, although
we are not advocating this position, we can certainly see their point. Afterall, the bridge has already
been closed for 2 years and it will be almost 3 years before the proposed remodeling could occur -- if the
County Engineer’s office has their way. Everyone has gotten by so far — why not close it and preserve
it? That sure would be less expensive. Certainly it would be an inconvenience for some but an extra 5 or
10 minutes driving time is a small price to pay for preserving the last covered bridge in Clermont County.

Other counties in Ohio have restored their last remaining covered bridges. They have shown pride and
taken the responsibility for preserving the past for themselves, their neighbors, their children and future
generations. Some have been made into public parks, others part of walking trails but the true majesty

of a covered bridge is watching it in action — conveying cars and small pickup truck loads across a creek
like it has been doing for 133 years.

Finally theré is the cost of construction. The Clermont County Engineer’s Office estimates the cost of
rehabilitation to be over one million dollars ($1,112,551.00). That is a lot of taxpayer dollars at a time
when many people are having trouble making ends meet. It certainly seems more prudent to us to repair
and authentically restore the bridge for nearly half the cost ($717,282) while at the same time reduce the
opening height of the bridge. This approach to the problem would eliminate heavy traffic on the road,
prevent further damage to the covered bridge, make it safer for pedestrians, prevent wear and tear of the
road due to heavy vehicles, and be less costly. Now that is a solution we can all get behind.

in the fall, Clermont County has an event called the “Pumpkin Run” where thousands of antique cars are
displayed for everyone to see. We always enjoy the original authentic restorations but some people like
to see the “fastiques” where old car bodies are stripped of their stock engines and running gear and all
modern components are added instead. These cars “look” original from the outside until you get up
ciose and see that they have been remodeled. We aren’t passing judgement on car builders that want to
do with their cars what they please — it's a free country. But when it comes to a covered bridge, the last
one in Clermont County, we believe that we owe it to ourselves, our families, our neighbors, and future
generations to preserve and authentically restore what our forefathers left for us to protect. If we allow it
to be butchered now, it is doubtfull it would ever be restored to its original glory.

The Clermont County Engineer’s office understands the importance of this bridge. They have used a
picture of the covered bridge on their own letterhead stationary. Shouldn’t that bridge be an historic
authentic restoration instead of a hybrid “fastique”?

Thank you for your attention,
Tim, Catherine, Cody, and Marilyn Rush-Ossenbeck

5266 Stonelick-Williams Corner Road
Batavia, OH 45103
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one milifon dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless. ,
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches - making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel propo_,s_ed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a namow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for.ourselvas, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless,
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor frailers
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches - making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the communlty, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION

At a cost of over one milffon dollars, the office of the Clermont Count

glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches — making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County. ) '
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel propq§ed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the commﬂ'ni‘gy, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.

4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community. :
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bridge is built high above the roadway.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one milfion dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new

glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.

1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.

2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.

3.) This design will lower the bottomn of the bridge 18 inches — making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway

4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered |
bridge in Clermont County.

Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the commumty, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris

4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a Iandmarf(
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION - 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one milfion dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless. .
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches - making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County. ’
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel propoged by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2041

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. ‘The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches -- making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011 I

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes 1o build a new I
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless. .
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers. ;
2.) This design wiil make our nammow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks. l
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches — making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County. .
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height — perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicies from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris. T
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark !
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our communily.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless. )
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches —- mak/ng it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees dunng flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This deSIgn is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the commtinity, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
obscure, preserve, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow couniry lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches -- making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark

we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our commumty Y
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.

1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.

2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.

3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches - making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.

4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.

Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the commt'J'nity, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or sémi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches — making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engmeer
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narmow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more nd give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches -- making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION

15 November 2011

At a cost of over one milfion dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless. .
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor'trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches -- making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered

bridge in Clermont County.

Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the commt’inity, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our commun/ty

A L Lok [ (onn %W@_

O i L
%;/

/%Aﬁ/v& ?Z,%W

9545 Jaa L 00 Diire Coadt

fﬂ\""”“ﬁ(\%

/
CLil DK CId A Y136

@WA Mﬁp //

253/ W/UUM/)?//Ma sy

Wﬁ,mm/ Q(f&? n@)

20 PNoathew }er ij

7.93) ﬂa//an//x// /@/%MM
75 5 B tgas lidy Umms Gr Balan,

1234 5 ) State Loure /Y Ayl 18-

/6 8% Craver A IN R ol Of 455D

240 %/&@W Adudlord 95 4

(B4 /ﬁm ﬂ/fé Lsidnd. )

Lto Wm@a Loamedail Ve Y5745

5@&//;»%&% (R0 [Zu et D0,

, L 570,
' =

e 74y
D 24 3% H 471 4
/6.2 TS W&’/Z)&Z/ﬁz/ﬂ%/




PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches - making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Englneer.
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our communlty
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
obscure, preserve, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.

1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches -- making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engmeer
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design wiii prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless. .
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches -- making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This desvgn is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the [ast covered

bridge in Clermont County.

Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch brldge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
obscure, preserve, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.

1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.

2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.

3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches — making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.

4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.

Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the community, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height —- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one million dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.

1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers.

2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.

3.) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches -- making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.

4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic histonc restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.

Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the communlty, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet.
~1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.

2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane.

3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.

4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark

we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.
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PETITION 15 November 2011

At a cost of over one milfion dollars, the office of the Clermont County Engineer proposes to build a new
glue laminated Arch bridge inside our historic Stonelick Township Covered Bridge. The Arches will
preserve, but obscure, and render the authentic Howe Trusses useless.
1.) This design will not prevent damage to the bridge by huge garbage trucks or semi tractor trailers
2.) This design will make our narrow country lane less safe by allowing many huge trucks.
3) This design will lower the bottom of the bridge 18 inches — making it susceptible to impact from
debris like huge trees during flood season - this is why the bridge is built high above the roadway.
4.) This design is more expensive than an authentic historic restoration and this is the last covered
bridge in Clermont County.
Instead of the glue laminated Arch bridge remodel proposed by the Clermont County Engineer:
We the undersigned, as concerned citizens of the comml’Jnlty, propose an authentic, historic
restoration of the wooden covered bridge with a reduced opening height -- perhaps 8 or 9 feet,
1.) This design will prevent future damage to the bridge and roadway from huge trucks.
2.) This design will improve safety by restricting huge vehicles from traveling a narrow country lane
3.) This design will keep the bridge situated high above & safe from fast moving flood water debris.
4.) This design will save the taxpayers up to $400,000 or more and give our community a landmark
we can continue to be proud of for ourselves, our children, and our community.

Name

Address
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Sign.the Pétition
Cody Rush-
1/6/2012 11:08:00 Ossenbeck

Timestamp

1/7/2012 18:36:58
1/10/2012 14:02:05

1/10/2012 14:17:29

1/10/2012 14:22:54
1/10/2012 14:24:03

-Add-comments:or
thoughts:here; if

youwish: Tellus’

" hew yotr feel.

First'Name: .

Tim
Ashley

Robin

Megan
Tracey

" 'Last Name: ;

Rush-Ossenbeck
Gilkerson

Pettigrew

Hunley
Teague

Add comments or
tholights here, if
you wish. Tell us

Addréss: how you feel.

5266 Stonelick-
Williams Corner
Road Batavia, OH
45103

5201 Angel Drive
6790 Taylor Pike
Blanchester,Ohio. |
live in clermont
county

5323 Hutchinson rd
Batavia Ohio 45103

Nice web site!



1/10/2012 14:29:27

1/10/2012 14:31:25
1/10/2012 14:31:46
1/10/2012 14:32:13
1/10/2012 14:32:22
1/10/2012 14:32:27
1/10/2012 14.45:52
1/10/2012 15:00:27
1/10/2012 15:47:33

LeeAnne

Willie
Christine
Amanda
Drew
John
Sonja
Joan
Dora

Richter

Babani
Cassedy
Gibson
Stratton
Sinchok
Felix
Gray
Murphy

125 Ruth Lane
Bethel, OH 45108
101 East 14th
Avenue
Columbus Ohio
43201

People travel here
from many parts of
the state, to see this
bridge. ttis a quaint
and picturesque part
of our county. This
increases people
stopping in our
family stores and
restaurants, and this
helps our
communities. Too
many times we as a
country throw away
things that should
be preserved. Too
few of these bridges
remain in our state
and our country.
Please keep the
bridge and preserve
the history attached
toit.



1/10/2012 15:58:21

1/10/2012 16:04:08

1/10/2012 16:16:22

1/10/2012 16:41.32

1/10/2012 16:48:05

1/10/2012 16:49.53

1/10/2012 16:50:52

1/10/2012 16:56:26

1/10/2012 17:31:22
1/10/2012 17:38:48

Kim

David

george

Amy

Thomas

William

Leslie

Brad

john
Carly

Pillman

Dowler

clark

Walsh-Kuenneke

Patt.

Froh

McDonald

Broerman

taylor
Tamborski

3729-Nine Mile
Road
Cincinnati, OH
45255.

| agree with your
assessment of the
overhaul, if they
can't keep it historic
then they should
41 Mt Holly Ln, restrict the traffic to
Amelia,Oh. 451021 smaller vehicles.
3457s.1.132 amelia
ohio 45102

315 Clareknoll Court
Cinginnati, OH
45238
Keep the last
covered bridge in
4317 Cordial PI. the county
Batavia OH, 45103 historically correct.
5555 State Route
182
Batavia, OH 45103
5555 State Route
132
Batavia, OH 45103

4159 Sagewood Dr
Batavia, Ohio 45103
13491ela’In

milford ohio 45150



1/10/2012 19:02:18
1/10/2012 20:36:47

1/10/2012 20:36:55

1/10/2012 20:38:52
1/10/2012 21:22:33
1/10/2012 21:22:56

1/10/2012 22:28:15

1/10/2012 23:21:46
1/10/2012 23:23:37

1/11/2012 0:10:40

John
David

JoMarie

William
Michelle
James

Amanda

Jeff
Cara

Angela

Brown
Sperber

Richardson

Richardson
Pettigrew
Pettigrew

Cole

Hutchinson
Early

Liggett

2727 Cedarville Rd
Goshen, Ohio
45122

1290 piedmont drive
Milford, oh 45150

1290 piedmont drive
Milford, oh 45150

3391 Weaver Rd
Batavia OH 45103
2616 Hemlock

Street

Cincinnati, OH

45206
Don't destroy what
is left of our history.
Please do an
authentic historic

4263 Moore- restoration of our

Marathon Road covered bridge, not

Gosheén, OH 45122 the glue.



1/11/2012 1:20:26

1/11/2012 5:34:01

Treva

Lisa

Mareland

James

| really can't
comprehend why
Clermont County
would even consider
ruining a beautiful
landmark. I've been
across that bridge
and it was a
wonderful
experience. My
husband's great
grandparents lived
in the old and
beautiful house at
William's Corner.
Their names was
Williams. There are
not many covered
bridges left any
where and | thought
since these covered
bridges were historic
they were surely

7973 S. Riverbottom protected. How sad

Road

Hanover, IN 47243
4447 Fox Chase
Batavia OH 45103

that this is being
considered.



1/11/2012 6:48:40

valeria

bisig

1258 Timber Ridge
Ct.
Batavia, OH 45103

My:family and | love
covered bridges and
the ability to
reminiscence about
times past. Please
do NOT destroy the
original beauty of
this bridge, but
rather restore it so it
can last forever!!



